
TGDC’S VISIT TO UNEP ROA

“...Its our aim, working

together with partners

like ARGeo, to  spear-

head further preliminary

prefeasibility as well as

detailed feasibility stud-

ies to better understand

the geophysical align-

ment of the region and

identify potential areas

for  exploratory drilling...”

- Mr. Boniface S. Njombe
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TGDC’s visit to Kenya
A total of six senior Tanzanian delegates from the Tanzania Geothermal Develop-
ment Company (TGDC) including the Managing Director and CEO of TGDC, paid
a courtesy visit to UNEP ROA on Friday 15 August 2014.  TGDC was just recently
set up by the Government of Tanzania (GoT) under the Tanzanian Electricity
Company Limited (TANESCO) to fast track development of geothermal resource
exploration and development in Tanzania. These delegates prior to these attended
an orientation programme to learn best practices and experiences of the Geother-
mal Development Company in Kenya.

They had the desire to visit UNEP ROA (ARGeo), since Tanzania is one of the six
UNEP GEF Funded ARGeo member countries that benefits from its support in
terms of  strengthening institutional and infrastructural capacities as well as techni-
cal and financial support to identify geothermal resources and mitigate the risk
associated with the resource exploration.

The purpose of the visit was to better understand UNEP ARGeo’s catalyzing role
for investment where different partners can come in and work together to foster
geothermal sustainable development in the region.

Visit by the delegation of Tanzanian Geothermal Development Company (TGDC) to UNEP August 2014



Actions to Date
(i) Regional Networking, Information Systems,
Policy Advice and Awareness Creation
Capacity building: UNEP trained six personnels from MoEM, TANESCO and Geo-
logical Survey of Tanzania (GST) during the ARGeo-C4 in Nairobi, November
2012.

Geothermal Information and Networking: The ARGeo Geothermal Inventory Data-
base (AGID) has collected and compiled geothermal related information of Tanza-
nia in consultation with the focal point designated by MoEM

Policy Advice: on the request of MoEM and in collaboration with AfDB, UNEP pro-
vided support to MoEM in developing a strategy, revising the energy policy, legis-
lation and regulatory framework with a view to attract private investment interms of
PPP and IPP and fast track geothermal development in Rwanda.

Organization of Regional Forums: UNEP is providing support and guidance to
MoEM to host and organize the upcoming ARGeo-C5 to be held in Arusha, Tan-
zania on 27 October to the 2 November 2014.

(ii) Technical Assistance for Surface explora-
tion studies.
During the Fourth ARGeo SC meeting held in June 2014 in Nairobi, delegates
from MoEM and TANESCO indicated their preparation to submit a proposal to
UNEP on “Surface Exploration study in Mbeya (Ngozi) geothermal prospect for
technical and financial support. This is with a view to identify the resource and
mitigate the risk associated with drilling.

Why Geothermal?
Mr. Boniface Njombe noted that
Tanzania fully understands the
importance of geothermal not only
because it’s a green energy re-
source but also because of the
power availability challenges that
Tanzania is facing because of
drought  and inadequacy of suffi-
cient supply of power throughout
Tanzania.

Therefore he added that it is the
intention of the GoT to diversify
various generation sources and in
that case they are putting Geo-
thermal in the agenda.

Mr. Boniface S. Njombe

TGDC together with UNEP ROA (ARGeo) at the UN Gigiri Complex, Nairobi



UNEP’s
Catalyzing
role
Mr. Desta Mebratu, the
Deputy Director of UNEP
ROA, commended the
commencement of
TGDC. He added that
UNEP will be handling
the technical programme
and whatever support
they can provide from a
technical perspective.

“...Most Important func-
tion UNEP provides is
Catalyzing the process.
UNEP is a very small or-
ganization compared to
the tasks and mandate it
has. But the key ap-
proach it follows is to
catalyze a process where
different partners can
come in and work to-
gether , and that is ex-
actly what ARGeo has
achieved...”

~Desta Mebratu

Member of TGDC and the UNEP ROA ARGeo team at the UN Gigiri Complex

Expansion of ARGeo to Phase II
The Task Manager of the ARGeo project, Mr. Geordie Colville, briefed the meeting

on the project concept of expansion of the existing ARGeo project to Phase 2.

Geordie mentioned that ARGeo Phase II would deepen support to existing ARGeo

member countries and would expand to an additional seven countries that in-

cludes Burundi, Comoros, Djibouti, Democratic Republic of Congo, Malawi, Mo-

zambique and Zambia. This Project is meant to be submitted to the Global Envi-

ronment Facility  (GEF) under the GEF star allocation

VI to start implementation as soon as possible.

Geordie added that the GEF star VI allocation for Tan-

zania in Climate change reaches to about USD 7.41 M.

He requested the team to communicate with the Op-

eration Focal Point to request for allocating this money

for geothermal related activities in Tanzania. The com-

ponents included in the project concept fits well with

the need and expectations of Tanzania that includes:

(i) Policy, regulations and institutional frameworks; (ii)

Capacity Building, and (iii) Technical assistance for

surface exploration studies linking with the AUC-KfW GRMF.

Mr. Desta Mebratu, Deputy Director

Mr. Geordie Colville,
Task Manager  UNEP
ARGeo



Contact Us
Give us a call for more
information about our ser-
vices and products

UNEP– ARGeo

Tel: +254 20 762 5634/
+254 702 396 418

Email: info@theargeo.org

Visit us on the web at
www.theargeo.org

Next Steps
ARGeo C5: UNEP to continue providing support and guidance in preparation for
organization of the ARGeo C5. UNEP will also provide technical advice on how
the GoT maximizes its benefits in terms of geothermal development in Tanzania
during the ARGeo-C5.

Preparation and review of proposals: UNEP through its High Level Experts, will
assist GoT in preparation and optimizing the quality of proposals to be submitted
to UNEP in 4Q 2014. It is expected to start implementation of surface studies by
2015.

Capacity Building: About six staff from TGDC will be trained in the geothermal
science and technology and project financing in the short courses that will be or-
ganized during the Fifth African Rift Geothermal Conference in Arusha, Tanzania
on 27-28 October 2014.

Project Preparation for ARGeo phase II: UNEP and TGDC to work together on
project preparation and endorsement of the Ministry of Environment to secure
finances for GEF under GEF VI star allocation.

UNEP ARGeo: “Catalyzing investment for geothermal exploration and development”
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