IGA Announces New President at the sidelines of the
ARGeo-C6 Conference
Addis Ababa November 1, 2016 – The 64th and 65th IGA Board of Directors meetings
were held back to back in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, as part of the ARGeo C6 pre-conference
activities. At the 64th meeting, the International Geothermal Association (IGA) elected its
new President, Mr. Alexander Ritcher.
The incoming President chaired the 65th Board of Directors meeting held on 1st
November 2016, ahead of the official opening of the 6th ARGeo Conference taking place
in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. He will serve for three years from 2016 to 2019.
“I am excited to be carrying on the beautiful work being undertaken by IGA, and I will build
on the successes of the past years,” noted Mr. Ritcher speaking during a dinner hosted by
the Government of Ethiopia on 31st October 2016 in honor of the IGA Board. Mr. Ritcher
takes over from Dr. Juliet Newson who has served her three year term.
The new IGA President has a new Board that will serve for a period of three years starting
November 2016. Africa is represented by Dr. Peter Omenda, an accomplished geothermal
consultant who takes over from Dr. Meseret Teklemariam Zemedkun, who has ably served
for 6 years representing the interests of Africa.
Speaking at the IGA dinner, the Deputy Minister for Mines, Petroleum and Natural Gas, Dr.
Wagari Furi noted that Ethiopia has a huge geothermal potential which the government is
keen on utilizing as a way of addressing the challenges of climate change. He thanked IGA
for bringing together the global geothermal fraternity and noted that through such
cooperation countries like Ethiopia have been able to put in place concrete plans on how
to develop the huge available geothermal potential. He welcomed the IGA Directors to
Ethiopia and urged them to sample Ethiopia’s hospitality.
The IGA board approved the change of name for the African Branch from IGA-East African
Branch to IGA-Africa Branch (IGA-ARB). The International Geothermal Association (IGA)
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WING Africa is Born!
There is a new kid in the geothermal block – WING Africa! It was ululation and jubilation
Phyllis Mathenge
as WING Africa was officially launched during a brief graduation ceremony held on 1st
November 2016 at the United Nations Conference Centre in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia,
where a total of 120 trainees were awarded completion certificates after undergoing a
two-day rigorous training program.
Well, you may rightly ask: What is WING Africa? It is the African affiliate of WING Global
which was initiated in 2013 at the Geothermal Resource Council (GRC) held in Las Vegas.
The term WING stands for women in geothermal, and the organization is a non-profit
volunteer based association that advocates the strengthening of women’s voice, diversity
and inclusiveness in the geothermal industry. As the African affiliate, WING Africa aims at
adapting and customizing the mission and vision of the global body to the realities of the
African context.
“I am extremely delighted, humbled and honored to be the pioneering interim
Chairperson of WING Africa. I believe Africa has solutions for all its energy challenges, and that women will play a big
role in the development of geothermal energy,” noted an elated Ms. Phyllis Mathenge when she took to the podium to
address a gathering of more than 200.
WING Africa has noble objectives that will ultimately bring more women in geothermal into policy and decision making
level, and encourage more African women to join the geothermal industry. It already has over 50 members drawn from
all the 13 ARGeo countries and has subscribed to the IGA-Africa Regional Branch. Women from all professions are
encouraged to join WING Africa, as well as men who support the growth of WING. Such noble men qualify to join as
WING-men!
“At WING Africa we will share knowledge, mentor one another and grow together. We want to dare into the
boardrooms together. We hope to create a balance in the workplace. We want to join forces with men and create a
geothermal industry of the future; an industry where men and women will be in equilibrium,” added Ms. Mathenge, a
drilling engineer at Kenya’s Geothermal Development Company (GDC).
The association will create a platform to mentor young girls who choose careers in Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) subjects to rise up to the highest heights. WING Africa will also work with, and empower, women
in communities who make most, if not all, domestic energy consumption decisions.
Official launch of WING - Africa

ARGeo Programme extended for two more years (2017-2018) and undertakes mid-term review

Eighth ARGeo Steering Committee meeting
The African Rift Geothermal Development Facility (ARGeo) Project is undertaking a mid-term review of its
programs as it commences its second phase following a two-year extension supported by various partners including
Ministry of Foreign Affairs - Icelandic International Development Agency (MFA-ICEIDA) and Nordic Development
Fund. The review is being undertaken by an independent and experienced geothermal consultant who was
competitively sourced from the international market.
Speaking during the eight ARGeo steering committee meeting held on 1st November as part of the ARGeo C6
pre-conference activities, the consultant Mr. KIbret Beyene Abegaz noted that the evaluation will focus on ARGeo’s
Project objectives, outputs and outcomes in terms of strategic relevance, effectiveness and efficiency. The steering
committee agreed that the evaluation will be contribution-based, rather than attribution-based. This means that the
review will focus on the contribution ARGeo has made in its catalytic role in working with the various ARGeo
member countries. A focus on contribution is important given that ARGeo does not have an implementing mandate
in the respective countries, and only facilitates and supports member countries.
During the eight ARGeo steering committee meeting, member countries gave updates of the progress they have
made, challenges encountered and how these are being addressed. There was general consensus that ARGeo is an
excellent program that should in the next two years focus on matured institutional support to build sustainability
such as establishment of the African Geothermal Centre of Excellence (AGCE) and International Geothermal
Association - Africa Regional Branch (IGA-ARB). The steering committee thanked MFA - ICEIDA and BGR for their
tremendous support to the various countries as well as to the ARGeo Program which has made a great difference.
“In the Eastern Rift, Kenya is a case study of accelerated development of geothermal resources with 674MW of
geothermal realized so far; the progress made in the Western Rift is commendable and ARGeo looks forward to a
champion in the Western rift in the near future,” noted the Chairman of the ARGeo Steering Committee, Mr.
Peketsa Mangi of KenGen.
The African Rift Geothermal Development Facility (ARGeo) Project is a GEF funded project being implemented by
United Nations Environment. ARGeo was officially launched in November 2010 at the opening session of the Third
African Rift Geothermal Conference (ARGeo-C3) held in Djibouti. The ARGeo Project manager is Meseret
Teklemariam Zemedkun, PhD.

